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BOROUGH	OF	RIVERDALE	
HOLDS	2016	REORGANIZATION	
MEETING	AT	BOROUGH	HALL	

From	left	to	right:	Councilman	Dave	Desai,	Mayor	Paul	M.	Carelli,		

Congressman	Rodney	Frelinghuysen,	and	Councilman	Matt	Oswald	

Visit	us	on	the	web	at:	www.riverdalenj.gov	

On	 January	 1st	 at	 3pm,	 Congressman	
Rodney	 Frelinghuysen	 administered	
the	oath	of	of ice	to	Mayor	Paul	Carelli,	
and	Councilmen	David	Desai	and	Matt	
Oswald.	

Included	 in	 the	 standing	 room	 only	
crowd	 were	 Freeholder	 Director	
Kathryn	 DeFillippo,	 and	 Freeholders	
Doug	Cabana	and	Tom	Mastrangelo.	

Other	 dignitaries	 included	 former	
Freeholder	 Director	 and	 current	
Mayor	 of	 Wharton	 Bill	 Chegwidden,	
Kinnelon	 Mayor	 Robert	 Collins,	 and	
former	 Riverdale	 Councilmen	 Joe		
Falkoski	and	Steven	Loesner.	

Councilman	Matt	Oswald	and	family	 Councilman	Dave	Desai	



	

	

	
MAYOR	

Paul	M.	Carelli	

pcarelli@riverdalenj.gov	

	

COUNCIL	PRESIDENT	

Vincent	Pellegrini	

CHAIR—PUBLIC	WORKS	

vpellegrini@riverdalenj.gov	

	

BOROUGH	COUNCIL	

Garrett	Astarita	

CHAIR—UTILITIES	

gastarita@riverdalenj.gov	

	

Stephen	Revis	

CHAIR—PUBLIC	SAFETY	

srevis@riverdalenj.gov	

	

Brad	Clinton	

CHAIR—PERSONNEL	

bclinton@riverdalenj.gov	

	

Dave	Desai	

CHAIR—FINANCE	

ddesai@riverdalenj.gov	

	

Matt	Oswald	

CHAIR—COMMUNICATIONS	

moswald@riverdalenj.gov	

RIVERDALE	FOOD	PANTRY	

Sincere	thanks	to	all	who	generously	supported	the	Pantry	this	holiday	season	either		

Individually	or	in	a	group	food	drive.	The	donations	were	abundant	and	much	appreciated.	

The	need	is	ongoing	so	please	continue	your	support	with	canned	foods,	paper	products,	

and	cleaning	items.	

Anyone	wishing	to	volunteer	to	assist	with	the	Pantry,	please	call	Linda	Roetman	at	the	

Municipal	Building	–	(973)	835‐4060	

The Mayor’s Report 
My	fellow	Riverdale	residents,	

2016	 is	 well	 underway	 in	 the	 Borough	 of	 Riverdale.	 After	 a	 very	 successful	 Council						

Reorganization	 meeting	 on	 January	 1st,	 your	 new	 administration	 has	 hit	 the	 ground				

running.	I	am	sincerely	honored	to	be	your	Mayor	and	look	forward	to	a	very	challenging	

and	productive	year.	

As	promised,	here	is	the	 irst	edition	of	our	“new	look”	borough	newsletter.	It	has	always	

been	my	 intention	 to	keep	 this	 tradition	as	a	service	 to	 the	residents	of	Riverdale.	Our	

goal	is	to	provide	important	information	from	borough	of icials,	municipal	departments,	

our	 school	 and	 library,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 numerous	 community	 organizations	 that	 make	

Riverdale	a	great	place	to	live.		

While	this	may	not	be	the	lengthy	publication	of	the	past,	I	feel	this	streamlined	version	

will	accommodate	the	important	information	we	all	seek.	Please	note	that	this	 irst	issue	

is	a	work	in	progress.	If	you	have	any	suggestions,	do	not	hesitate	to	reach	out	to	me.	

On	 the	 administration	 side,	 the	 last	 couple	 of	 weeks	 have	 been	 spent	 organizing	 and	

planning	for	2016.	I	have	redesigned	our	borough	council	meeting	agendas,	resolutions,	

and	 ordinances.	 All	 of	 our	meeting	 documentation	 is	 now	 posted	 on	 our	 website	 ive	

days	 before	 the	 actual	 Wednesday	 meeting.	 This	 new	 level	 of	 transparency	 has	 been			

developed	 to	 keep	 you	 informed.	 I	 urge	 you	 to	 take	 advantage	 of	 this	 new	 feature.								

Our	next	goal	is	to	videotape	Council	Meetings	at	some	point	in	2016.	

Next	up,	we	start	working	on	the	2016	municipal	budget.		As	we	progress,	I	will	keep	you	

updated.	For	now,	I	wish	everyone	health,	happiness,	and	success	as	we	begin	the	new	

year.	HAPPY	VALENTINE’S	DAY	TO	ALL!	

Mayor	Paul	M.	Carelli	
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Riverdale	Police	Department	
Department	Phone	Numbers	

	
EMERGENCY:		 911	

Non‐Emergency:		 (973)	835‐0034	
	

RIVERDALE	POLICE	DEPARTMENT	
91	Newark‐Pompton	Turnpike	

Riverdale,	NJ	07457	

REMINDER:	DECEMBER	1—APRIL	1	
	

NO	PARKING	on	the	borough	streets	from	12	midnight	‐6AM		
	

NO	PARKING	on	borough	streets	when		
snowing	or	when	streets	are	snow	covered.		

	
	

	
A	CLEAN	SLATE	

	

	 As	the	New	Year	begins	this	is	our	chance	to	use	the	clean	slate	that	GOD	has	given	us	for	2016.	Every	January	1st	God	

gives	us	365	days	(this	year	it	is	366	due	to	leap	year)	to	make	a	difference	in	the	lives	of		others	and	change	the	attitudes,	

behavior	and	habits	we	didn’t	particularly	like	about	ourselves	in	2015.	This	clean	slate	gives	us	the	chance	to	give	more	

smiles,	more	hugs,	bite	our	tongues,	write	that	note,	make	that	telephone	call	and	share	a	laugh	and	or	a	tear.	

	

	 If	we	use	God’s	clean	slate	well	by	the	time	2017	rolls	around	we	will	have	made	a	difference	in	our	little	corner	of	the	

world.		Oh	I’m	not	saying	that	we	won’t	slip	back	into	an	old	habit	once	in	a	while	after	all	we	are	only	human,	but	if	we	

strive	to	do	at	least	one	positive	act	look	at	the	domino	effect	we	will	create.		Actually	that	is	all	that	God	asks	of	us	to	make	

a	difference	where	we	 ind	ourselves.	I	wish	you	a	Happy	New	Year	and	may	2016	bring	you	lots	of	opportunities	 ill	your	

clean	slate.	

BY	AND	LARGE		
by	Elaine	Peacock	



IT’S	TIME	TO	GET	CREATIVE	AGAIN!!	

THE	RIVERDALE	WOMAN’S	CLUB	IS	PROUD	TO	ANNOUNCE	ITS	

5th	ANNUAL	SCRAPBOOK	FUNDRAISER	
	
DATE:		 	SATURDAY	–	APRIL	16,	2016	
	
TIME:			 10	AM	TO	10	PM	
	
PLACE:			 RIVERDALE	COMMUNITY	CENTER	–	57	LOY	AVENUE	
	
COST:			 $45	IF	PAID	BEFORE	March	1st	……$50	IF	PAID	AFTER.	

		
LUNCH,	DINNER	AND	SNACKS	INCLUDED!		

LOTS	OF	CROPPING	SPACE	AND	EVERY	SEAT	IS	AN	ASILE	SEAT!	

	MULTIPLE	VENDORS	INCLUDING	“CLOSE	TO	MY	HEART”,”	CREATIVE	MEMORIES”	AND	“STAMPIN	UP”.			

DOOR	PRIZES,	MASSAGE	THERAPIST,	RAFFLES	AND	MORE!	

RSVP	to		JENNY	WALENTA	TO	RESERVE	YOUR	SPOT–	973‐650‐8860	

15	SILVERLEAF	COURT,	RIVERDALE,	NJ	07457	

	

MAKE	CHECKS	PAYABLE	TO	‐		RIVERDALE	WOMAN’S	CLUB	
Proceeds	from	the	fundraiser	will	be	used	to	fund	the	various	scholarships		

and	awards	the	Woman’s	Club	presents	to	High	School	and	8th	grade	students.	

The	December	7th	meeting	was	called	to	order	by	President	Dorothy	Bowersox.	In	keeping	with	the	day,	Chaplain	Elaine	

Peacock	read	an	article	entitle	“Pearl	Harbor”	which	she	wrote.	It	was	followed	by	the	 lag	salute,	Lord’s	Prayer,	club	pledge	

and	a	moment	of	silence.	Dorothy	led	the	club	in	the	singing	of	“America”.	Secretary	Annette	Lucente	called	the	roll.	There	

were	45	members	 in	attendance.	Minutes	of	 the	previous	meeting	were	read	and	approved.	The	Treasurer’s	 report	was	

given	 by	 Laura	 LaRosa	 and	 approved.	 First	 Vice	 President	 Grace	 Chiesa	 reported	 on	 ill	 members	 and	 cards	 sent.	 Kay							

Boucher	read	a	humorous	story	about	being	80	which	was	enjoyed	by	all.	The	Audit	report	was	given	by	Gerry	Mahler	and	

approved.	Warren	 Sheps	 reported	 that	 the	 slate	 of	 of icers	 for	 the	next	 2	 years	would	be	 installed	 at	 the	next	meeting.						

Dorothy	thanked	everyone	for	their	support	during	her	administration.	Members	were	reminded	to	be	at	the	Regency	at	

noon	when	the	doors	open	for	the	Christmas	luncheon.	

The	December	21st	meeting	was	called	to	order	by		President	Dorothy	Bowersox	with	wishes	for	a	Merry	Christmas	and	a	

Happy	New	Year.	 	 Chaplain	 Elaine	 Peacock	 read	 an	 article	which	 she	wrote	 entitled	 “Quiet	 Christmas	Moments”	 It	was					

followed	by	the	 lag	salute,	Lord’s	Prayer,	the	club	pledge	and	a	moment	of	silence.	Dot	led	in	the	singing	of	“Jingle	Bells”.	

Annette	 read	 the	 minutes	 of	 the	 previous	 meeting	 which	 were	 approved.	 Treasurer’s	 report	 was	 read	 by	 Laura	 and									

approved.	Members	were	reminded	that	dues	are	due.	Grace	reported	on	ill	members	noting	that	Marion	Davis,	a	longtime	

member,	 is	 in	 an	 assisted	 living	 facility.	 Dot	 stated	 that	 committee	 members	 are	 needed	 for	 2016.	 She	 thanked	 the								

Christmas	luncheon	committee	for	a	great	party.		

The	installation	of	of icers	was	conducted	by	Linda	Roetman	as	follows:	President:	Gloria	Carelli;	1st	Vice	President:	Loretta	

Lippens;	2nd	Vice	President:	Grace	Chiesa;	Treasurer:	Laura	LaRosa;	Secretary:	Annette	Lucente;	Chaplain:	Elaine	Peacock.		

The	meeting	was	closed,	raf le	conducted,	jokes	told,	refreshments	served	and	Bingo	played.	



BOROUGH	OF	RIVERDALE	

91	Newark	Pompton	Turnpike	
Riverdale,	N.J.	07457	

BOROUGH	OFFICIAL	 NAME	 PHONE	 EXT	 EMAIL	ADDRESS	

Borough	Clerk	 Abubakar	Jalloh	 973‐835‐4060	 223	 clerk@RiverdaleNJ.gov	

Deputy	Clerk	 Linda	Forbes	 973‐835‐4060	 223	 lforbes@RiverdaleNJ.gov	

Tax	Assistant	 Connie	Anderson	 973‐835‐4060	 214	 cashley@butlerborough.com	

Tax	Assessor	 Shawn	Hopkins	 973‐835‐4060	 234	 shopkins@RiverdaleNJ.gov	

Bookkeeper	 Jimmy	Homsi	 973‐835‐4060	 212	 jhomsi@RiverdaleNJ.gov	

Water‐	Sewer	Billing	 Cora	Ashley	 973‐838‐7200	 232	 cashley@butlerborough.com	

DPW	Superintendent	 Steve	Schotanus	 973‐835‐6077	 	 sschotanus@RiverdaleNJ.gov	

Board	of	Health	 Linda	Roetman	 973‐835‐4060	 211	 zoning@RiverdaleNJ.gov	

Planning	&	Zoning	 Linda	Roetman	 973‐835‐4060	 211	 zoning@RiverdaleNJ.gov	

Recreation	Director	 Krista	Osborne	 973‐835‐4060	 232	 riverdalerec@gmail.com	

Health	Of icer	 Pete	Correale	 973‐835‐5700	 128	 correale@njlings.net	

Health	Inspector	 Tim	Zachok	 973‐835‐5700	 197	 	

Construction	Of icial	 Contact	Wanaque	Boro	 973‐839‐3000	 7120	 	

Fire	Inspector	 Ralph	Porrino	 973‐835‐4060	 236	 	

Court	Administrator	 Graziella	Vieira‐Goncalves	 973‐835‐1013	 	 court@RiverdaleNJ.gov	

Animal	Control		 Lisa	Perry	 973‐838‐8959	 	 animalcontrol@bloomingdalenj.net	

Riverdale	Borough	Hall	Directory	


